TULARE COUNTY WATER COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
February 9, 2015

Members Present:

Allen Ishida, Board Representative and Chairman
Richard L. Schafer, District 5 Appointee

Dale Brogan, District 2 Appointee

Paul Boyer, District 1 Appointee

Rudy Mendoza, TCAG Representative

Chris Kapheim, District 4 Appointee

Mike Ennis, Board Alternate Representative

Members Absent:

Susana De Anda, At-Large Appointee
Roger Everett, At-Large Appointee
Mark Larsen, District 3 Appointee

Staff Present:

Julieta Martinez, Tulare County Board of Supervisors
Denise England, County Administrative Office

Will Jackson, County Counsel

Members of the Public Present:
Carole Clum
Michael Hickey
Bob Irvine

Kim Loeb
Carole Combs
Shane Smith
W. Dale Sally
Brett Taylor
William Gilmour
Richard Garcia
Michael Tharp

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 3:03pm.

2. Public Comment Period

Carole Clum of Three Rivers was present to give public comment. She provided the Commissioners with

copies of an article from the Scientific American, February 2015 edition.
Please see attached for comments.

Richard Garcia, 1038 E. Lasall Ave, Visalia, was present to thank the Commission for hosting the very
informative groundwater workshop along with representatives from the State. He stated, at the last meeting,
Chairman Ishida asked for suggestions and he wanted to provide one. Would it be possible to get a report
on flood control and how the County is prepared for a possible flood. He thought it would be beneficial for

residents

3. Approval of January 12, 2015 minutes

Motion by Commissioner Kapheim, second by Commissioner Schafer. Motion approved.

4. Discussion on Temperance Flat



Chairman Ishida stated that there was an outreach meeting in Fresno last week, put on by State. It was
more of a question and answer session. There was a timeline of the Temperance Flat project.
Construction is spanning 10 years. He is glad to see something has been started by the State to address
the Temperance Flat Project. He does not know when there may be another meeting asking for dialogue.

Commissioner Boyer had a question on Proposition One. Is there competition for funds for surface water
storage and groundwater storage that Temperance Flat Project might be competing for?

Chairman Ishida answered that there would be.

Commissioner Boyer asked if there was any indication of how the State would rate the proposals for water
storage.

Commissioner Schafer shared that storage in Temperance Flat would be controlled by the Federal
government through the Bureau of Reclamation’s water right, whatever the increase in yield might be, would
become a part of the Central Valley Project water supply.

Commissioner Mendoza asked if there was a reason that Temperance Flat should take 10 years to
construct.

Chairman Ishida commented that there was no justification in regards to the timeline. He mentioned that
there were a couple hundred people at the meeting but he and Supervisor Tom Wheeler, Madera County,
where the only two Supervisors at the meeting.

5. Declining groundwater tables (Discussion and Action Item)

Commissioner Kapheim asked that the item be put on the agenda because it doesn’t seem like it wants to
rain this year or it isn’t raining enough. Our Snow pack should be 50 percent by January and we are well
under that on the Kings River. This summer will be difficult and he believes the County should start looking
at what other counties are doing in terms of addressing the issue. They need to consider what may need to
happen if things continue its course. We will have a difficult time this summer with continual drop in the

groundwater table.

Commissioner Mendoza made a request of staff to get a vital numbers report. He would like to see the
varying water table levels throughout Tulare County and progression of wells that have gone dry going back
to last 24 months if that is possible. He would like to see something readily available to tract the progression

of the situation.

Commissioner Kapheim asked if the county knew the horsepower on the pumps when a well permif it
pulled.

Denise England stated that it is possible the County does not require the horsepower of the pump.

Commissioner Kapheim shared that one issue is as we get people pumping more capacity we start having
more impacts.

Denise England commented that the County has pump test results but not a requirement to come back and
redo a permit. Discussion followed.

Chairman Ishida wanted to see the breakdown between domestic and agricultural permits for wells.

Commissioner Brogan stated that it would be helpful to see the location of new well permits for the last year.
He is afraid that he already knows where that area is, Delano-Earlimart. It is a good topic for the
Commission to keep on top of. Last year the area was able to scoot by but that may not be the case this
year. It wouldn’t surprise him to see the situation in east Porterville occur all over the County.

Commissioner Kapheim believes it would be good to survey other counties that have similar issues.



Chariman Ishida shared that some Counties have hired outside help to come up with a well drilling
ordinance, he believes Stanislaus is one of them.

Commissioner Mendoza urged staff to provide a preliminary report on well drilling by the next meeting or
within the next 30 days.

Commissioner Schafer stated that the groundwater assessment reports that are being prepared for the Tule
Basin and Kaweah basin, which cover the majority of the County, include history on groundwater in the
respective basins and identifies the conditions that prevail as of now. As he recalls from information in the
Tule Basin, in the 1920s the groundwater depth average for the basin was about 20 to 25 feet and today it
is about 225 feet. So the groundwater level has probably dropped in the realm of 200 feet in that time span
but a lot of changes have occurred. That is a source for determining what the current groundwater level

conditions are.
6. Subcommittee Reports
None a’g this time.
7. Staff Reports
a. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

Denise England shared that last week Chairman Ishida, Commissioner Larsen and
Commissioner Brogan all attended the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act workshop put
on the ACWA and CSAC. Commissioner Larsen and herself presented on the Kaweah Sub-

basin.

Commissioner Kapheim shared that in the Kings Sub Basin, a large sub basin and they are
looking at probably forming several GSA’s, at least four. They are determining how to coordinate
or if it is indeed one sub basin how that will affect boundary changes. There is a lot of effort
going on right now trying to get educated and seeing what options are available. There is active

discussion both region and basin levels.

Denise England commented that as part of the World Ag Expo, Commissioner Larsen will be
hosting a Land Owner Meeting from 9-11am at the Heritage Complex on Wednesday. It is for
those who are part of the Kaweah Sub Basin. There will also be a stakeholder meeting on
February 23™ at the County Administrative Office bringing together the Cites and various special
district and irrigations districts to start having conversations in regards to GSA’s and what that

would look like.

Denise England also shared some Drought impacts. As of last Monday, there were 911 dry
wells throughout the County. Most of them are in East Porterville. We are seeing more and
more dry wells throughout County. The Office of Emergency services update their website on a
weekly basis with new maps of impacts. She is still working with OES to implement the
household tank program to set individual tanks at properties with dry wells. One obstacle is that
we can’t place tanks at rental properties

There is a hearing next Wednesday, February 18" from 2-5pm. It can be seen online. Part of
the hearing will be focused on the drought response in East Porterville. Chairman Ishida shared
that Denise England will be presenting the technical side of the hearing. Discussion followed.

8. Commissioners Comments

Commissioner Boyer stated that there are close to a hundred homes in Cameron Creek where the City of
Farmersville will be extending water service. A strong majority wanted water service but not to be part of

city, it worked out well.

Chairman Ishida stated Cameron Creek is a real success story and he is surprised it happened in such a



short period of time. He shared that the Farmerville City Council did a great job.

Commissioner Schafer discussed the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. He shared that the Tule
Basin is identified under Bulletin 118 as the northern boundary of the Lower Tule River Irrigation District and
the Porterville Irrigation District and the Southern boundary of the Lindmore Irrigation District. The eastern
boundary is the Foothills. Southern boundary is Kern County and the Western boundary is Kings County.
There will be a series of meeting taking place in regards to the Act in the Tule Basin. The purpose is to
receive input on how the landowners’ feel we should proceed with formation of the GSA's.

9. Next meeting — Monday, March 9, 2015, 3:00 p.m. — Board of Supervisors Chambers
10. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 3:50pm.



e

o

:;,,"les%\/ Assessmeril [LRogRAM. Bfgmnmg

Carole Clum's Public (omments at the Talare Cocgﬂ‘zj
Water Clommission on t@bruary 9, 2015

!
!

i
|

i
!
l

On_Febawary 3, 2015 BRrian. Jurgens, a. hyoo! agfs‘f with 7he Y. S,

:G@/gjm( Service Rejpurted on. z%e Resul 7‘5 of the pational fleter _4

fwé’

n?"y JE4RS.ag0. the

'S peen

.Jdaﬁif& qm/;fy of 122 San JMALum Valle v emestie. piells fa

- ;e:mc;/ /zfa( L/Rdii’)/m =4 qzz/l% /7/4/3 (46&4@ 7%@ NAXIINIUN] &9/07%2}%; m@gf
ileuf,/ allewed b / 7%&_:_5/7/}) in_castern. Sz Jﬂdfam Vﬁ//f&/ gﬂﬂaﬂaﬁ

mﬁa@, This /s 4 new pr{ob/em.: Lraripm m:aaﬁs Mﬁu@a/ly n._
,5&me«2an From the Sierra Mewicl mounlgins. Usamum oid. wf
| becdme 4 problem. wntil //@ijﬁﬁf/z’ 1045 inteodaced i the valley.

ot 100 years.ago.. Lreps. planted in The summer are. //?miczf&d,

Tﬁe,up,oots of these plants emit CO, which causes waler in the

‘ ,,;h_,,;sod 4o become peldic. Minerals dissolve in acidic. éd(’ié:’/z ,easa/my
i Him_f/?érRe/&isa (:Pf WRANIUM m?@ gﬂoamfmfé/&

e s terEi e e r s S it

Al S e
!

s'Dfe,oaR Wf/ /5 (arzd’ MORE. 7@013/70/20’472'& /Dampmﬁ lause A

/zzyééﬂnm

_ amﬁmmﬁf vn_of uranium. One Jouath af the demeste wells 12sted

i o Y ———

_;lu&mmm (30. mzc&ogws) Uranium tn ;vzmnc/waf@e exle

_.w_,.é.’.gé'_ (dae
|
) T,[,nj_?ze, fa?"me MoRe. we//s m/[.ba édéfvyo/é’a/ by L/S@S because

i m the_eastern_San. Jcm?wn 1/42[/6_)4_/?42&1 above the MCL of

@mmd the. cenlr of the l/[’//f)/ WUrenium 1's o heavy mef&c/.,_::____
nulales in 1he /</5Z//Jc'i)/5_m Jrs g exin.,

e

e

L e

P“‘"—"“"—"‘"—'" i

f/zf_%‘expecf the uranium 1o spréad 7. &/&Rje/% 4:7&/445@

) /;pm‘rm of the. &c%mj%m_ﬂeapaa wells and public. 5%0/

\wells 1l become tontarminatd and have 1z be taken oFF
Line.

e T i T R

M e e T T S e s
i

e e s




/ bROd_q]ﬂJL_éc.,de ]_,af@ ﬁwﬁjﬁ_@@ﬁmm&meu 2 OL5”

Josue pl Soientshre Amertren mm:zzme The antile ropcenns the

Vi nsequences o //)é’/«’eﬁ//m e JCda/ SMﬂ/M OR_EneRgy S‘.u»:/a/:/u 2R

water 5540,:;/4/ wn%m?"wwwﬁemw 7%3_ /mazecf Y 7%.»3 afée/{ 0.

7%:9 /z.g,&w,ﬁéﬁg_ﬁ_ecf cf foR //ls‘fézﬂce R&/LfC//’)d Mﬁéc/ oo

Lhich Is now estimeled 4o be L5% oF2// -Qﬁo/ @Aﬁdcma/ . 1the LS

would geduce 1he use of walsr and EeRg Y. ,Dc%/mz?!de é/eack/sﬁ

wiler wses mach less energy than de sa/iazz‘fn? Sea_ddzlER.

A gaaMMmﬂa&fﬁﬁﬂl?wm@fdg@;_afﬁd_maw@gg_}_w

s 4 mijﬂug;ag 47 in AOIR in Indiz " In /u/_g_,go_/az three of India’s

RPﬁH(?ﬂc_?/ electric ?m/.afs 72_41/8(/}, fﬂ)fffﬂ\mf the /dﬂddﬂs?L blackou] va |

eartt, More than 620 millisa people = 7 percent of the worldls
PopL /f%bﬂ-_wﬁﬁé__/ﬁff DowERlEss, The causes the slrain of fpodl ]

QRDcz/éﬁﬁéﬂ._Jgﬁ_m_z;( Jac aé,,fzf M@&_ﬁgmwi/ﬂ@z&a’ﬁggfjﬁ_z%@mm_

, i’)/ﬂdd‘fﬁ/ (o more and moge gleclric fUrs 70 dRaw 1usler frost cféemae
'm;lc/fe,agﬁjan/w. qRound FR_1igaton, Those punps, workin

Furj Ms_égwaacka the_bot- 5 Mwmmsac{jﬁa_demm__aﬂmﬂ planls,

At _the_same_dhme. Jow waler levels mean?—h va/xeae/zaa‘g/,,c Aams._idege

m@%ﬁgﬂ less elTiig, z‘g_w/fmn norrea/, Md/({ﬁa matlars LWoRSE,

| ﬂamzﬁc :ﬂ/«’om Hose zemfgjéaﬁfmmsﬂ ,g/mazm 7%0‘0/ I @ﬁéf@_z_mﬁ%.@ /V,ééf&___
eHt-piles o silt 2 Aféﬁém,a/ Yhe_clams, Mmgﬂmw @cpmzﬁ%__i

o e cézza&f&e.@_.ﬂm, Sueblenly, apopalation. larger than al] of

| Europe _agzai.zéamﬁ;;_/m%e as 1hat-sl1he U, S, was. pmy&iww =

[f’)—ILU (‘J/AT}Q./V’)ﬁfs A




