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April 17,2014

The Honorable Anthony Foxx
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:

I am writing in support of Tulare County, California’s application to the TIGER VI program for the Central
Valley Rural Freight Rail Economic and Community Enhancement Project.

I am told the funding will provide safer and more efficient operation of the San Joaquin Valley Railroad
(SJVR) and play a key role in boosting the economic vitality of the region. The project aims to strengthen
and preserve the strategic corridor connecting the cities of Fresno, CA and Exeter, CA by replacing the aging
railroad track structure with new ties and replacing worn tracks by installing 17 miles of new 115 Ib.
continuous welded rail. The existing rail is light weight 75 Ib. rail rolled in 1903, bolted together in 39 foot
sections, and made with the inferior non-controlled cooled technology. As I understand, the obsolete rail is
prone to internal metallurgical failures, creating risks for derailments if undetected. The extant rail is
outdated for modern railcar weight capacities, limiting current speeds on the segment to 10 MPH or less.

The rural route has 17 miles of obsolete main track rail. Replacing the rail not only increases safety but will
also accelerate the movement of trains through the corridor, limiting delays to motorists at crossings, and
reducing emissions. These goals align with the President's Ladders of Opportunity initiative, improving the
quality of life throughout the fast growing San Joaquin Valley region and directly supporting rail based
customers who employ and provide living wage jobs in one of the nation’s regions hardest hit by recent
economic and drought crises. Modernizing the rail infrastructure to reach full connectivity with the freight
network helps sourcing and distribution options for current and future businesses in Tulare and Kings
Counties and increases the marketability of the region for new economic development and job growth.

This project is important for the region and the State of California and I hope you will give Tulare County's
application your full and thorough consideration.
Regards

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress
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