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April 17, 2014

United States Department of Transportation
Office of Infrastructure Finance and Innovation
Office of the Secretary of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for the County of Tulare, California’s San Joaquin Valley Railroad
Improvement Project application under the Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grants Program

To Whom It May Concern:

The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (District) supports the County of Tulare,
California’s application to the United States Department of Transportation, Transportation
Investment Generating economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grants Program for the San
Joaquin Valley Railroad Improvement Project. The County of Tulare, in collaboration with the
Tulare County Association of Governments and San Joaquin Valley Railroad is proposing
improvements to the rural route (Exeter Subdivision) of the San Joaquin Valley Railroad in the
Central Valley of California. The project includes upgrading 17 miles of existing rail with 115 Ib.
welded rail, 31 miles of replacement ties 50 miles of surfacing, 60 crossings and 45 bridges
which will increase efficiency and attract new businesses to rail and away from truck
transportation. This project will allow freight (primarily agricultural commodities) to be moved to
and from Tulare County more efficiently and with less impact on the Valley’s air quality.

The challenges faced by the San Joaquin Valley with respect to air quality are unmatched by
any other region in the state of California. The Valley’s topography, climate, geography, and the
presence of two major transportation corridors connecting Northern and Southern California all
contribute to the region’s air quality problem. With mobile sources as the leading contributor of
air pollution in the Valley, the District has focused significant resources towards the
advancement of clean-air transportation strategies, including more efficient freight movement
throughout the region. The proposed project aligns with the District’s air quality goals and would
greatly improve freight travel throughout the Valley.

Given the potential air quality benefits from this proposal, the District supports this proposal and
hopes that your agency will select this application for funding. Should you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me at (559) 230-6036.

Sincerely,

utive Director/Air Pollution Control Officer

Seyed Sadredin
Executive Director/Air Pollution Control Officer

Northern Region Central Region (Main Office) Southern Region
4800 Enterprise Way 1990 E. Gettysburg Avenue 34946 Flyover Court
Modesto, CA 95356-8718 Fresno, CA 93726-0244 Bakersfield, CA 93308-9725
Tel: {209) 557-6400 FAX: (209) 557-6475 Tel: (559) 230-6000 FAX: (559) 230-6061 Tel: 661-392-5500 FAX: 661-392-5585

www.valleyair.org www.healthyairliving.com pinedon o, )



