March 2, 2004 Primary Election
Total Yes Votes: 627 64.6%
Total No Votes: 344 35.4%
CUTLER-OROSI JOINT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOND MEASURE O
(Required to pass: 55%)
Repair our aging schools, relieve overcrowding, improve the learning
environment and keep our children safe and healthy by: Modernizing
or replacing classrooms, restrooms, locker rooms, offices and site
work. Improving school safety, security, energy efficiency and
accessibility. Building new classrooms, gymnasium, multipurpose
room, offices, restrooms and library. Shall Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified
School District issue $6,400,000 in bonds, within legal interest rates,
with citizen oversight, independent audits and no money for
administrators’ salaries?
BONDS YES
BONDS NO

FULL TEXT OF MEASURE O
Repair our aging schools, relieve overcrowding, improve the learning
environment and keep our children safe and healthy by:
• Modernizing or replacing classrooms, restrooms, locker rooms,
offices and site work.
• Improving school safety, security, energy efficiency and
accessibility.
• Building new classrooms, gymnasium, multipurpose room,
offices, restrooms and library.
Shall Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified School District issue $6,400,000 in
bonds, within legal interest rates, with citizen oversight, independent
audits and no money for administrators’ salaries?

The average age of District schools is over 40 years old. The oldest
District school building has been serving students and the community
for more than 65 years.
In order to provide our local students with the same classrooms and
school facilities as other California school districts, major repairs,
upgrades, and classroom construction are necessary to ensure these
buildings will remain functional for future generations.
The Board has prepared a facilities plan and identified significant
repairs, upgrades, and classroom construction needs due to
increased enrollment that are more than the District is able to fund
from currently available sources or annual revenues.
The District has sought, and continues to seek, all available outside
sources of funding to improve our school buildings, including local,
state, and federal grants and state bond funds. Historically, the state
requires that local school districts provide local funds as a condition
of receipt of state matching funds. The District is eligible for
approximately $15,179,388 million in total State matching funds
including hardship.
It is necessary to seek voter approval of a bond measure in order to
provide the local funding for identified school facility repairs,
modernization projects, and growth needs to address student
enrollment.
As required by the California Constitution, the proceeds from the sale
of the bonds will be used only for the provision of school facilities by
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation or replacement of school
facilities, including the furnishing and equipping of school facilities, or
the acquisition or lease of real property for school facilities, and not
for any other purpose, including teacher and administrator salaries
and other school operating expenses. The proceeds of the bonds will
be deposited to a Building Fund and the chief fiscal officer of the
District will annually file a report with the Board of Trustees, which
report shall contain information regarding the amount of funds
collected and expended, as well as the status of the projects listed in
the ballot measure.

The specific school improvement projects are as follows:
Palm Elementary School:
• Replace the existing portable multipurpose facility with a larger
permanent facility.
• Modernize portions of the campus for accessibility, fire alarm and
energy efficiency.
• Replace the existing portable multipurpose facility with a larger
permanent facility (possible partial funding from growth funds).
• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
El Monte Jr. High (formerly known as Golden Valley) School:
• Build new classrooms, gymnasium and library.
• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
Golden Valley (formerly known as El Monte) Elementary School:
• Modernize portions of the campus for accessibility, fire alarm, and
energy efficiency.
• Renovate facility by replacing some interior and exterior finishes.
• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
Cutler Elementary School:
• Modernize portions of the campus for accessibility, fire alarm and
energy efficiency.
• Replace the existing dilapidated non-accessible restroom with a
new restroom building.
• Build classrooms, restrooms and administration facilities.
• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
Orosi High School:

• Replace an existing classroom wing/administration building with an
accessible, maintainable and energy efficient larger facility.
• Replace the existing dilapidated portable restroom with a new
permanent restroom building.
• Modernize locker rooms including increasing the girl’s facility to an
appropriate equal size.
• Modernize portions of the campus for accessibility, fire alarm and
energy efficiency.
• Replace existing dilapidated portables with new portables.
• Replace existing classroom wing/administration buildings with an
accessible, maintainable and energy efficient larger facility (partial
funding from growth funds).
• Upgrade sports facilities for regulations and accessibility.
• Provide new classrooms and restroom facilities.
• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
Sierra Elementary School:
• Modernize portions of the campus for accessibility, fire alarm and
energy efficiency.
• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
Yettem Continuation High:
• Modernize portions of the campus for accessibility, fire alarm and
energy efficiency.
• Replace existing dilapidated kitchen with new facility.
• Replace existing dilapidated portables with new portables.
• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
Lovell Continuation School:
• Modernize portions of the campus for accessibility, fire alarm and
energy efficiency.
• Modify and renovate interior classrooms and other spaces.

• Upgrade classroom electrical systems for better access to
technology.
• Upgrade plumbing and mechanical systems.
Approval of this measure allows the district to receive matching state
funds if such funds become available.
If state matching funds become available, they will be used for and
applied to the projects as listed. Completing the listed projects as
stated is dependent on receiving both the bond funds and the state
matching funds. Should state matching funds not become available
when needed, the local bond money will be used to build as much of
the needed facilities as possible
The District’s Board of Trustees has certified that it has evaluated
safety, class size reduction and information technology needs in
developing the foregoing list.
No Administrator Salaries. Proceeds from the sale of bonds
authorized by this proposition shall be used only for the construction,
reconstruction and/or rehabilitation of school facilities including the
furnishing and equipping of school facilities or acquisition or lease of
real property for school facilities and construction management by
district personnel and not for any other purpose, including teacher
and administrator salaries and other school operating expenses.
The District’s Board of Trustees will conduct an annual, independent
performance audit to ensure that the funds have been expended only
on the project list set forth above.
The District’s Board of Trustees will conduct an annual, independent
financial audit of the proceeds from the sale of the Bonds until all of
those proceeds have been expended for the school facilities projects.
Pursuant to Section 15772 of the Education Code, the District’s
Board of Trustees will appoint a citizens’ oversight committee and
conduct annual independent audits to assure that funds are spent
only on school and classroom improvements and for no other
purposes.

As required by Section 53410 of the Government Code the following
accountability measures are hereby made a part of the District’s Bond
Measure (the “Measure”):
(a) The specific purpose of the bonds is to improve the quality of
education by constructing and modernizing school facilities.
(b) The proceeds from the sale of the District’s bonds will be used
only for the purposes specified in the Measure, and not for any
other purpose;
(c) The proceeds of the Bonds will be deposited into a Building Fund
to be held by the Tulare County Treasurer, as required by the
California Education Code; and
(d) The chief fiscal officer of the District shall file an annual report
with the Board of Trustees of the District, which report shall contain
pertinent information regarding the amount of funds collected and
expended, as well as the status of the projects listed in the
Measure.

IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS BY TULARE COUNTY COUNSEL
BOND MEASURE O
Section 1 of Article XIIIA of the California Constitution authorizes an
increase of the ad valorem taxes to pay bonded indebtedness for
construction, rehabilitation, or replacement of school facilities,
including furnishing and equipping school facilities, or acquisition or
lease of real property for school facilities, if approved by 55 percent of
qualified electors.
If 55 percent of the qualified electors who vote on the measure vote in
favor of the measure, the Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified School District
(the “District”) will be authorized to incur debt by issuing general
obligation bonds to provide financing for the specific school facilities
projects listed in the measure. Proceeds may only be used for the
stated purpose and not for any other purpose, including teacher and
administrator salaries, or other school operating expenses.

If the measure is approved, the District will be authorized to increase
the ad valorem taxes on property located within the District’s
boundaries to pay the bond principal, interest and associated costs.
The maximum principal amount of the proposed bond is not to
exceed $6,400,000.00. By statute, total bonded indebtedness for a
unified school district is limited to 2.5% of the assessed value of the
taxable property of the District. If issued under the Government Code,
the maximum duration of the bonds cannot exceed 40 years. If
issued under the Education Code, the maximum duration of the bond
cannot exceed 25 years. The exact effect on tax rates cannot be
determined until after the bonds are sold.
Expenditure of bond revenues will be actively reviewed by an
independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee.
An independent
financial audit of the proceeds, and an independent performance
audit of the specific projects will be performed annually. An annual
report will be prepared by the chief fiscal officer of the District,
indicating the amount of funds collected and expended, and the
status of any project listed in the measure.
Completion of the listed projects assumes receipt of $15,179,388.00.
Approval of this bond measure does not guarantee State matching
funds will be received. Should State matching funds not become
available, the District will use the proceeds to build as much of the
needed facilities as possible to be determined by the District.
This bond measure makes no change to existing law. The electors
entitled to vote on this measure are the registered voters within the
boundaries of the District. If the measure is not approved by at least
55 percent of the votes cast, the measure will fail and the bonds will
not be issued.
KATHLEEN BALES-LANGE
Tulare County Counsel
By: Judy Chapman
Deputy County Counsel

TAX RATE STATEMENT
BOND MEASURE O
An election will be held in the Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified School
District of Tulare County on March 2, 2004 to authorize the sale of
$6,400,000 in general obligation bonds. The following information is
submitted in compliance with Sections 9401 and 9404 of the
California Elections Code.
1. The best estimate of the tax rate which would be required to fund
this bond issue during the first fiscal year after the sale of the first
series of bonds, based on estimated assessed valuations available at
the time of filing of this statement, is 6 cents per $100 ($60 per
$100,000) of assessed valuation in fiscal year 2004-05.
2. The best estimate of the highest tax rate which would be required
to fund this bond issue, based on estimated assessed valuations
available at the time of filing this statement, is 6 cents per $100 ($60
per $100,000) of assessed valuation in fiscal year 2008-9.
3. The best estimate of the tax rate which would be required to fund
this bond issue during the first fiscal year after the sale of the last
series of bonds, based on estimated assessed valuations available at
the time of filing of this statement is 6 cents per $100 ($60 per
$100,000) of assessed valuation in fiscal year 2007-8.
These estimates are based on projections derived from information
obtained from official sources. The actual tax rates and the years in
which they will apply may vary depending on the timing of bond sales,
the amount of bonds sold at each sale, and actual increases in
assessed valuations. The timing of the bond sales and the amount of
bonds sold at any given time will be governed by the needs of the
District. Actual assessed valuations will depend upon the amount
and value of taxable property within the District as determined in the
assessment and the equalization process.
Dated: October 10, 2003
s/ Frank N. Murphy
Superintendent

Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified School District

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE O
Your yes vote will have a lasting, positive impact on our children’s
schools and on our community.
IT WILL IMPROVE OUR SCHOOLS.
Students in the Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified School District have
received a quality education for more than 100 years. The average
age of the schools in the District is over 40 years. We need to repair,
upgrade, and renovate outdated classrooms and facilities. Originally
designed to accommodate less than 3,000 students, our current
enrollment is over 4,000. We need to provide improved classrooms
and reduce student overcrowding.
Money from the bond will:
• Make health and safety improvements such as handicapped
access and replacement of classrooms, multipurpose room,
and other facilities
• Upgrade inadequate classroom electrical systems to
accommodate computers and modern technology.
• Upgrade restrooms and replace inadequate plumbing and
sewer systems.
• Modernize 30-year old facilities and replace temporary
relocatable classrooms.
IT MAKES FINANCIAL SENSE
As taxpayers, we all agree on the importance of our children’s
education and the value of quality schools.
• It will make the District eligible for approximately $15 million in
State-matching funds.
• It will make repairs now instead of putting them off into the
future when the will only cost more to the community.

• It will be used only to improve our children’s schools – not to
pay teacher or administrative salaries.
BY LAW, TAXPAYER SAFEGUARDS
ARE NOW IN PLACE
• It will establish a citizens’ oversight committee to protect
taxpayer funds.
• It will require annual independent audits on all expenditures.
It will maintain our schools as a focal point of our community,
increase the quality of education for our children, and add to the
value of our homes.
Invest in our children’s future by voting YES!
s/
s/
s/
s/
s/

Annie G. Reyes, Citizen
Serafin V. Reyes, Citizen
Enrique Quevedo, Business Owner
Anthony Werner, Business Owner
Martha Q. Muniz, Business Owner/Board Member

NO ARGUMENT AGAINST THIS MEASURE WAS SUBMITTED

