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Board Members Present: Larry Micari, David Francis, Ron Ballesteros-Perez, and Clinton O. Sims II 
Board Members Absent:  Liz Wynn, Jeff Ramsay 
Staff Present: Sue Copeland, Sylvia Seay, Auditor; Jeffrey Kuhn Chief Deputy County Counsel 
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January 13, 2023 
 

10:13 a.m. Board Convenes 
 

Board Chambers  
2800 W. Burrel Avenue 

Visalia, CA 93291 
 

1. Public Comments. 

Chairperson Clinton O. Sims II called the meeting of the Countywide Oversight Board for the 

County of Tulare to order and opened the floor for public comments. No public comments were 

made. 

2. Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson. 

Chairperson Clinton O. Sims II called for nominations for Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.  

A nomination was made by David Francis to appoint Clinton O. Sims II as Chairperson, Ron 

Ballesteros-Perez Seconded the motion and the motion unanimously passed.  A nomination 

was made by Larry Micari to appoint David Francis as Vice Chairperson, and the nomination 

was Seconded by Ron Ballesteros-Perez and the motion unanimously passed. 
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3. Adopt a resolution to allow remote Board Member attendance under Assembly Bill 2449 
according to the modified Brown Act teleconferencing rules. 
Jeff Kuhn, Chief Deputy County Counsel, presented a resolution to allow remote Board 

Member attendance under Assembly Bill 2449 according to the modified Brown Act 

teleconferencing rules. David Francis clarified that the current rules still allowed for Board 

members to attend meetings remotely, Chief Deputy County Counsel Jeff Kuhn confirmed that 

they were and that most major changes to procedure would come after the expected end of 

the State declared State of Emergency regarding the COVID-19 virus. 

A motion was made by Larry Micari and Seconded by David Francis to adopt the findings as 

presented by Counsel and the motion unanimously passed. 

4. Approve the Draft Minutes as Attached. 
A motion was made by David Francis and Seconded by Ron Ballesteros-Perez to approve the 

minutes from the meeting on 1/21/2022 as written and the motion unanimously passed. 

5. Approve City of Tulare Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule (ROPS 23-24) for the period of July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 and 
authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 
Diego Ibanez, City of Tulare Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the City of 

Tulare Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for the 

period of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the 

approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of 

Finance. Diego Ibanez gave a brief presentation on the items requested on the payment 

schedule. 

A motion was made by David Francis, Seconded by Ron Ballesteros-Perez to approve the 

item as presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

6. Approve City of Woodlake Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule (ROPS 23-24) for the period of July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 and 
authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 
Michal Mierzwinski, City of Woodlake Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the 

City of Woodlake Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation Payment 

Schedule for the period of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 and authorize and direct the Board 
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Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the 

California Department of Finance.   

A motion was made by Larry Micari, Seconded by David Francis to approve the item as 

presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

7. Approve Tulare County Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule (ROPS 23-24) for the period of July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 and 
authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 
Sherman Dix, Tulare County Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the Tulare 

County Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for the 

period of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the 

approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of 

Finance. Sherman Dix noted that the only differences from the previous year’s ROPS were 

due to the updated amortization schedule. 

A motion was made by Larry Micari, Seconded by Ron Ballesteros-Perez to approve the item 

as presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

8. Approve City of Visalia Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule (ROPS 23-24) for the period of July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 and 
authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 
Ruth Peña, City of Visalia Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the City of 

Visalia Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for the 

period of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the 

approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of 

Finance.  Ruth Peña noted that when Visalia started the ROPS process, they had seven 

outstanding advances from the City to the Redevelopment Successor Agency and now the 

City is down to three outstanding advances. 

A motion was made by Ron Ballesteros-Perez, Seconded by David Francis to approve the 

item as corrected and the motion passed unanimously.  

9. Approve City of Porterville Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule (ROPS 23-24) for the period of July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 and 
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authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 
Maria Bemis, City of Porterville Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the City of 

Porterville Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for 

the period of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify 

the approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California 

Department of Finance.  Maria Bemis reported that the agency had reduced their staffing cost 

from $20,000 requested last year to $8,000 requested this year. 

A motion was made by Larry Micari, Seconded by David Francis to approve the item as 

presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

10. Approve City of Porterville Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Last and Final 
Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule and authorize and direct the Board Chair to 
certify the approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the 
California Department of Finance. 
Maria Bemis, City of Porterville Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the City of 

Porterville Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Last and Final Recognized Obligation 

Payment Schedule and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved 

Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 

The Agency’s Last and Final ROPS provides a pre-set schedule for the next eighteen years 

and reduces the administrative expense from $8,000, which included the extra employee hours 

necessary to prepare the Last and Final ROPS as well as the July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 

ROPS, to $4,000 a year, and in the final year to $2,000. 

A motion was made by Larry Micari, Seconded by Ron Ballesteros-Perez to approve the item 

as presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

11. Approve City of Dinuba Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule (ROPS 23-24) for the period of July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 and 
authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 
Karina Solis, City of Dinuba Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the City of 

Dinuba Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for the 

period of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the 
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approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of 

Finance.   

A motion was made by Larry Micari, Seconded by David Francis to approve the item as 

presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

12. Approve City of Lindsay Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule (ROPS 23-24) for the period of July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 and 
authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved Recognized Obligation 
Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance. 
Juana Espinoza, City of Lindsay Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the City 

of Lindsay Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for 

the period of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify 

the approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California 

Department of Finance.  Juana Espinoza noted that the consistent administrative expense 

requested reflected a decrease in the number of properties owned by the Agency along with 

an increase in other administrative expenses, such as the annual audit cost. 

A motion was made by Ron Ballesteros-Perez, Seconded by Larry Micari to approve the item 

as presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

13. Approve City of Lindsay Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Last and Final 
Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule and authorize and direct the Board Chair to 
certify the approved Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the 
California Department of Finance. 
Juana Espinoza, City of Lindsay Successor Agency - presented a request to approve the City 

of Lindsay Redevelopment Successor Agency’s Last and Final Recognized Obligation 

Payment Schedule and authorize and direct the Board Chair to certify the approved 

Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule for filing with the California Department of Finance.  

Juana Espinoza noted that, similar to the yearly ROPS administrative expense requested, the 

Last and Final ROPS administrative expense covered annual audit costs, minor staffing costs, 

and future legal professional services. 

A motion was made by Larry Micari, Seconded by Ron Ballesteros-Perez to approve the item 

as presented and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 



 

Documents related to this Agenda are available for public inspection at tularecounty.ca.gov/countywideoversightboard 

14. Adjournment. 
Chairperson Clinton O. Sims II adjourned the meeting at 10:42 AM 

Next Regular Meeting: 10:00 AM, January 12th, 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
























